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tory of the church, for a licence ; showing a copy of
their play: And, they were, accordingly, permitted to
act the play, on condition, however, that no swearing,
banning, nor any scurrility shall be spoken, which
would be a scandal to religion, and an evil example to
others 6." Thus, it appears, that the church of Scot-
land adopted analogous measures to the judicious re-
gulations of the wise ministers of England, at the
same epoch ; by allowing the use., but preventing the
abuse of dramatick exhibitions. As a scholar, and a
poet, King James admired the drama. And, some
English comedians coming to Edinburgh, in 1599,
he gave them a license to act, though he thereby
offended the ecclesiasticks, who wanted not such pro-
vocation to disturb his government7.

as auld on Sabboth day nor wark day in time coming. The con~
travenars hereof (if they be ministers) to be secludit fra yr func-
tion and if they be utheris to be punishit be ye discipline of ye
kirk; and ordains an article to be given in to sick as silts upon
ye policie yat for uther playes comedies tragedies and utheris
profaine playes as are not maid upon authentick pairtes of y*
Scriptures, may be considerit before they be exponit publictlie
and yat they be not played upon ye Sabboth dayes." [From the
MS. " Buik of the Universal Kirk of Scotland quhairin y* heides
and conclusiones devysit be the ministers and commissioners of
the particular kirks thairof are especially expressit and containit."]

6  An Account of Perth, 1796, p. 4-0, by the Rev. Mr. Scott,
who quotes the old records for the facts.

7  Archbishop Spottiswood gives the following account of that
transaction : " In the end of the year [1599] happened some new
jars betwixt the King and the ministers of Edinburgh ; because
of a company of English comedians, whom the King had licensed
to play within the burgh.    The ministers being offended with the
liberty given them, did exclaim in their sermons against stage-
players, their unruliness and immodest behaviour; and in their
sessions made an act, prohibiting people to resort unto their plays,
under pain of the church censures.    The King, taking this to be a
discharge of his licence, called the sessions before the council,
and ordained them to annul their act,  and not to restrain the
people from going to these comedies: Which they promised, and
accordingly performed; whereof publication' was made the day
after, and all that pleased permitted to repair unto the same, to